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.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ 0ÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓɂ6ÏÔÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÌÅÄÇÅ 

The Rev. Kit Tobin (with some content adapted from an article by Pastor Jim Somerville) 

A message from our Presiding Bishop, The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry: 

òWe are blessed as a nation to vote. As citizens of this country, this is a 

right, an obligation, and a duty. Go vote. Vote your conscience. Your 

conscience informed by what it means to love your neighbor, to participate 

in the process of seeking the common good, to participate in the process 

of making this a better world. However you vote, go and vote. Moreover, 

do that as followers of Jesus.ó  

Moreover, remember: Every person is 

made in Godõs image. EVERYBODY! 

The homeless drunk, the wealthy white 

businessmen reading the Wall Street 

Journal, the poor Hispanic women 

bringing them coffee. Itõs the man who 

collects our garbage and the woman 

walking her freshly groomed poodle in 

the same alley. Itõs the Muslim 

accountant who works down the hall 

and the transgender kid waiting for the school bus. Every one of us is made in 

Godõs image. We, as a society and as followers of Jesus, have a responsibility for all 

those people. Thatõs what òYou shall love your neighbor as yourselfó means 

(Matthew 22:39).  

As Mary sings in the Magnificat, òGod will pull the high and mighty off their thrones. 

He will lift the low and lowlyó (Luke 1:52). Itõs a reminder that every person is 

made in Godõs image. In Godõs eyes, no one is more important than anyone else. 

Every person is precious. 

We each need to decide which political party we believe best represents that view. 

As Election Day approaches, I can tell you that when politicians talk, I listen. I listen 

to hear if they are concerned for all people or only some people. I listen to hear if 

they have any plans for lifting òthe low and lowly,ó for lowering the gaping 

disparities in our economy. I listen to hear if they care about the homeless sleeping 

in doorways. 

We are all beloved by God, each in our quirkiness, neediness, and goodness. We 

have the opportunity, in being ourselves, to grow into the generosity and the 

welcome of God. We have the privilege to give, to help, to serve others, not out of 

(Continued on page 2) 



Page 2 Crossroads 

a need for status or to rack up achievements, but from the overwhelming mercy and love of God. There is 

no need to hold on to the things that will increase our status or powerñwe have more to giveñin time, 

talent, and treasure. 

Here at St. Thomasõ gifts are abundant, of people, of good deeds, and good lives lived, of youth and 

possibilities ahead, of prosperity that we can share. This congregation gives much time and talent. We also 

need to give as generously as we can of our financial treasure to support hospitality within and to the 

greater community, as well as care for the physical structure which enables our outreach in so many ways. 

So, I have two charges for youñvote and pledge. There is no need to be fearful or to seek further 

reassurance; Jesus is here, he serves us and invites us to serve his world. 

(Continued from page 1) 

4ÈÅ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓ-%ÁÓÔÅÒ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ *ÕÓÔ 7ÈÏ ÉÓ Á 3ÁÉÎÔȩ 
The Rev. Michael W. Hopkins 

I believe All Saintsõ Day is an Easter Feast for two main reasons. 

First of all, historically, it began its life during the Easter season. The 

Pantheon in Rome was converted to a church and, in 609 CE, given 

the name òSt. Mary & All Martyrsó and May 13 (a date that always 

falls during the 50 days of Easter) became the annual celebration of 

that churchõs designation. Eventually, this became a general Feast of 

All Saints. In the 8th century, Pope Gregory IV moved the date of All 

Saints to November 1, where it remains today in the Western 

Church. In the Eastern Church, it is celebrated on the Sunday after 

Pentecost (so still close to Easter). November 1 was probably 

chosen in the West because it was close to the pagan feast of 

Samhain. It was not unusual for the early church to attempt to co-

opt pagan celebrations. 

(Continued on page 3) 

!ÎÎÕÁÌ 0ÌÅÄÇÅ #ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ 

Carin Tobin, Senior Warden 

What is a pledge? A pledge is an expression of our best 

intentions and goals for giving. The stewardship team has set 

a goal of 100 percent pledge commitment from our worship 

community. We will be handing out pledge folders at church 

services on November 4th and at our November 14th Fall 

Fellowship Potluck Dinner. 

Inside the Pantheon 
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Second, experientially, All Saintsõ is about celebrating the sainthood that is given to us all by our baptism. 

Baptism creates a relationship with God that cannot be broken and cannot die. Hence it is an Easter 

relationship, and All Saintsõ an Easter Feast. 

We shout on Easter òChrist is risen!ó Everyone knows the answer, òThe Lord is risen indeed!ó Perhaps on 

All Saintsõ Day or Sunday the response should be, òAnd we are risen with him!ó 

Always confusing when we celebrate All Saintsõ is the question of just who is a saint. The word òsaintó has 

come to mean a special, even perfect, person, usually designated by the institutional church, and referred 

to as òSt. So-and-so.ó The New Testament, however, knows nothing of this distinction. The haggioi, the 

holy ones (the Greek word often translated òsaints) are simply all believers on their journey with God. 

Sainthood is not about perfection or sinlessness that is our initiative; it is about the relationship that is 

Godõs initiative. 

In our Episcopal/Anglican tradition, only figures from the New Testament are given the 

official òtitleó of Saint; for example, the apostles and individuals such as St. Mary 

Magdalene. These constitute the major saints days of the church year. Others on our 

calendar are referred to only by their names, even if they are popularly known as 

òSt.ó (Francis of Assisi is an example). We do not have an elaborate process like Roman 

Catholics for declaring someoneõs sainthood. Our General Convention decides who to 

place on our calendar (the latest official version of which is 2006). See the calendar in 

front of your Book of Common Prayer to see how this works. 

The particular date someone is remembered on our calendar is another signal that All Saintsõ is an Easter 

feast. In almost all cases it is on or near the date of her or his death, which is, as Christians believe, the 

date of her or his new life. 

(Continued from page 2) 

4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ 

John Bradley, Chair of the Interview Committee 

The search for our new rector continues to move forward. During the Interview Committeeõs October 9th 

meeting, we discussed a questionnaire that we will use to conduct reference checks by telephone. During 

our October 23rd meeting, we prepared for an interview with our first candidate. We will meet with this 

candidate on Thursday, November 8th. We also hope to interview a second candidate during November. 

Please keep the Interview Committee and the candidates in your prayers as we discern whether the Holy 

Spirit is calling us to enter into a ministry partnership. 

! 0ÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ 'ÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your whole Church, and so guide us in this parish during 

our time of self-study and search that we shall grow in our commitment to one another and to the cause of your 

Christ, and may come to choose a faithful pastor to join us in our ministries in our parish, community and diocese; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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2ÅÃÔÏÒÙ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ 

Severina Weeks 

The rectory is looking wonderful! We painted every inch of the main floor; itõs so bright and clean. We put 

curtains up. We installed a brand new stove and dryer. We resolved a plumbing issue. Hopefully, we fixed a 

water issue in the basement. Weõre still working on painting the rec room in the basement and washing 

windows. Then, I think, the rectory will be ready for our new rector. This project was an amazing 

experience. We are so grateful for the parishioners (and even a couple of non-parishioners) who stepped 

up and helped out. A huge thanks to those that contributed to our òwish list,ó which is nearly completed 

much to everyone's surprise. Thanks to those that have contributed manual labor as well. We will be 

holding an "open house" as soon as weõve finished all the work. Please come and visit. 

2ÅÍÁÉÎÉÎÇ )ÔÅÍÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÃÔÏÒÙ 7ÉÔÈ ,ÉÓÔ 

Windows (10) 

Garage Roof Repair 

Kitchen Light Fixtures (2) 

2ÏÏÆ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ 

Carin Tobin, Senior Warden 

As many of you may have noticed, we have had a tarp placed on the part 

of the church roof closest to the ramp by the office. Since the contractors 

cannot start work on replacing the roof until late spring/early summer, we 

are hoping to prevent any more damage on our inside church wall during 

the winter months, with the placement of the tarp. The Finance 

Committee is finalizing the financial aspects of the new roof; they provide 

that information as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience on this 

project. 

6ÅÓÔÒÙ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

Carin Tobin, Senior Warden 

The St. Thomas vestry meets once a month. At our October meeting, we reviewed the treasurer's report 

(operating income at 73.66 percent and operating expenses at 69.42 percent); we discussed reports from the 

Property Committee, Grow Team, and Interview Committee. We distributed proposed revisions to the 

parish bylaws for review; we will discuss them at our November meeting. If the vestry approves the 

proposed changes, we will ask the membership to ratify them at our annual meeting in January 2019. 
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/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

Barb Fowler 

Food Will Win the War  was a tasty selection of food made during rationing in WWII. Linda Ferris 

chaired this event, and we had: McArthur Muffins, Welsh Rarebit and Creamed Chipped Beef on toast; veg-

etable pie; spam upside down meal; Victory Red Cabbage, Wartime Peas & Celery; Glazed Carrots; Vinegar 

Pie; Poverty Pumpkin Pie; Anzac Biscuits; Potato candy and Tomato Soup Cake. Thanks to Linda, Cinda, 

Barbara & her neighbors Tony & Eileen for working that night and bringing food and to Hope Anne and 

Gloria for bringing food. We realized $409 profit from this venture for the roof fund. 

Steuben County Teachers Retirement Group  came to St. Thomas on October 11th and had home-

made soups, sandwiches, chips, and cookies for their luncheon followed by a tour of St. Thomas including 

seeing the antique quilt which recently came back to St. Thomas. Barbara chaired this event, assisted by 

Severina, Hope Anne, Linda, and Nancy. They paid $225 for the food and donated another $154, so we 

made $409 for the roof fund. Thanks to John Roy for arranging this to be held at St. Thomas this year. 

 

/ÃÔÏÂÅÒÆÅÓÔ 4ÈÁÎËÓ 

Nancy and Woody Latour  

We would like to thank all of you who had a part in the hugely successful Oktoberfest dinner that took 

place October 19.  Whether you donated food or items, sold a ticket, bought a ticket, worked the event, 

or just came and enjoyed the meal, the event was wonderful!  Net proceeds for the dinner will be around 

$1300!  Can't beat that!  Thank you for your help! 

The Great Hall was full during Octoberfest. 
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.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ %ÖÅÎÔÓȟ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙÓȟ ÁÎÄ !ÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÉÅÓ 
3ÕÎ -ÏÎ 4ÕÅ 7ÅÄ 4ÈÕ &ÒÉ 3ÁÔ 

    
ρ 

12:05pm All Saints' 
Day Eucharist  

6:00pm 

Bell Choir  

7:15pm Choir  

ς 

Woody Latour 

σ 

Bath AA Intergroup 
Speaker Jam  

τ 

All Saints' Sunday  

7:45 am Holy 

Eucharist 

9:30 am Curious 

Christians 

11:00 am Holy 

Eucharist 

υ 

 

6:30-8:00pm 
Warrior Health  

Fit Club 

φ 

6:00-7:30pm Bath 
Beach Body Fit 
Club  

χ 

Eleanor Jones  

4:30pm 
Cooperative 

Extension Cooking 
Class 

6:30pm Bath Peace 

and Justice Group 

ψ 

Gary & Jerry Scott  

9:00am Interview 
Committee 

6:00pm Bell Choir  

7:15pm Choir  

9 

Robyn Fink  

ρπ 

7:00pm Champagne 
Whirl -a-Ways 
Square Dance Club  

ρρ 

Gavin Buckley 

7:45 am Holy 
Eucharist 

9:30 am Curious 
Christians 

11:00 am Holy 

Eucharist 

ρς 

6:30-8:00pm 
Warrior Health  
Fit Club 

ρσ 

6:00-7:30pm Bath 
Beach Body Fit 

Club  

ρτ 

5:30pm Fall 
Fellowship Potluck 

Dinner (moved 

from November 7) 

ρυ 

Kate Taggart  

12:30pm Winter 
Squash Cooking 

Class  

6:00pm Bell Choir  

7:15pm Choir  

ρφ ρχ 

Fall Clean-Up Day 

ρψ 

John Bogart 

7:45 am Holy 
Eucharist 

9:30 am Curious 
Christians 

11:00 am Holy 

Eucharist 

ρω 

6:30-8:00pm 
Warrior Health  
Fit Club 

ςπ 

6:00-7:30pm Bath 
Beach Body Fit 
Club  

6:00pm Vestry  

ςρ ςς 

Kierstan Schultz  

Thanksgiving Dayñ
Office Closed 

Bath NA Unity 
Group Thanksgiving 

Gathering  

ςσ ςτ 

ςυ 

7:45 am Holy 
Eucharist 

9:30 am Curious 

Christians 

11:00 am Holy 
Eucharist 

ςφ 

5:30pm Haverling 
Boys Basketball Pre

-Season Dinner  

ςχ 

5:00pm Finger 
Lakes Sierra Club 
(Memorial Room)  

6:00-7:30pm Bath 
Beach Body Fit 
Club  

ςψ 

Robyn & Kevin Fink  

ςω 

6:00pm Bell Choir  

7:15pm Choir  

σπ 
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'ÏÄÌÙ 0ÌÁÙ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÕÒÉÎÇ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ Ǫ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 

The Rev. Michael Hopkins 

The first Sunday in November is All Saintsõ Sunday, and we will all be in church celebrating baptisms, 

including two of our Godly Play participants, Theron and Emmett Rodrigues. 

The second and third Sundays in November we will be working on our experience of the Holy Eucharist 

or Holy Communion, following up on our learning about Baptism. 

The fourth Sunday in November we will not have Sunday School since it is Thanksgiving weekend. 

All four Sundays of Advent there will be Sunday School.  At this point, we are hoping to have a St. Nicholas 

Party in early Decemberñkeep watch for news about that. We also expect to have our child-friendly 

Christmas Eve Service, made even more child-friendly this year! 

)Î -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÍ 
Our condolences to Woody and Nancy Latour on the death of Woodyõs mother, Mary Latour, on 

September 27, at Taylor Health Center.  Mary was 92 years old.   A memorial Mass was held October 5 at 

St. Maryõs Church, in Bath. 

Our condolences to Larry and Sherry Mulhollen on the death of Larryõs mother, Joann Mulhollen, on 

October 2, at Absolut Care of Three Rivers in Painted Post.  Joann was 87 years old.  Funeral services 

were held October 5 in Woodhull, NY,  the Rev. Kit Tobin officiating. 

Please keep the Latour and Mulhollen families in your prayers. 

Father Michael teaching Chloe and Skylar about Holy Baptism. 


