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The church season of  

EPIPHANY begins on  

January 6 and is highlighted 

for us by the magnificent 

painting by Vicentino (16th c. 

Italian) that hangs in the 

Chancel.  In it, the three Ma-

gi, the Three Kings, come 

and pay homage to the new-

born Christ child. Historians 

believe this may have taken 

place a full two years after 

the actual birth. 

 Renovations to the 

Chancel in January will in-
clude spot-lighting our two 

Renaissance paintings. 

Chancel Renovation 

Project Update .  The polls 

were re-opened for a wall col-

or and the winning choice by 

far was gold and the tying col-

or was cream (a lighter shade 

of gold). Bob Holden (Stevens 

Paints, Corning) was asked to 

give his opinion and he agreed 

with our choices. Then we 

decided that we should install 

some new lighting and then see 

how each color (gold/cream) 

looks before completing the 

painting.  

 The lights being installed will supplement those 

above and will replace the harsh halogen light over by the 

organ. The new lights are òtheatricaló style fixtures but 

will not be seen from the pews and will give a nice effect 

overall including spotlighting the renaissance paintings.  

Hopefully we will have the walls of the Chancel painted 

and new lighting installed soon.  Our immense gratitude  

to Chris & Liza Reneau for their donation of time and 

labor and to Father Brad for shepherding all the details. 

Annual Meeting/St. Thomas  
Sunday,  January 29 as part of the 

11:00am Worship. 
Elections of Wardens,  Vestry and  

Diocesan Convention Delegates. 

Open discussion on the future of the  

parish; please attend! 

Annual reports will be available Jan. 22nd. 

LUNCH will be provided. 

SAVE THIS DATE 

JANUARY 1 

ONE WORSHIP 

SERVICE ONLY 

At 10:00am 
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Your  

dollars and 

donations 

help make 

this 

Outreach 

Possible. 

 

Thank You! 

 

 

The 

next appropriate 

date for bap-

tisms is: Baptism 

of our Lord,  

January 8 
Please speak to Fr. Brad if you know of 

anyone needing to be  baptized.  

Prayers appreciated.  

Our housebound members : Nellie 

Kinney, Allen Swanson, Marlene Smith, 

Jim Van Vliete, Ron King, Sis Jones. 

Those on our prayer list : Janice  Hes-

kell, June Cheplick, Mary Latour, Claudia, 

Amalia Pellon, Willie Bilancio, Fred McAllister, Charlie 

Crocker and Ed & Sue Jackson. 

During the 7:45 
and 11:00am 
worship ser-
vices on Sun-
day, Feb. 12 , 
Fr. Brad will 

be offering time for couples to 
renew their marriage vows. 
No advance rehearsal neces-
sary, just hearts full of contin-
uing love for each other.   
           The answer to the vows 
remains familiar: I DO!  

Hey! 

Are You  

Married? 

January Birthdays 

2 Danny Austin 

6 Dale Magee 

7  Judy Noble 

 Lydia Arnts 

18 Brandi Graham 

19 Severina Weeks 

28 Sarah Glashauser Peck 

Anniversaries 

26 Herb/Harriet Fort 

 

In Memoriam.  
December ended on a sad note with 

the following deaths in the parish: 

   We extend our sympathy to the 
family of Doris W. Squires , who, at 

age 95 had been our oldest living 

member. She died on December 8, 

2016 and her funeral will be  

Saturday, January 7 at 11:00am 

in the church. Doris will be interred 

in our Columbarium. 

   We also extend our sympathy to 

the family of Georg R. Kavulok , age 

91, who died on December 11, 2016 

and whose funeral took place on Dec. 

17th, Fr. Brad officiating. He was bur-

ied in Nondaga Cemetery. George was among the 

earliest recipients of being made a SAINT of St. 

Thomas in 2010.  

   Memorial donations in their names may be made to St. 

Thomas. 

    We also extend our sympathy to Sharon Nurse 

on the sudden death of her brother Robert M.  

Evans, age 61, in Alexandria VA. òBobó grew up in 

Avoca and was buried in Virginia after his funeral on 

Dec. 12. 

Sunday, January 1 New Yearõs Day 

One worship service only  

10:00am 
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Sunday, February 12 at 2:00pm there will be a DESSERT AUCTION 
to benefit the roof repairs. All of our best bakers will offer 

their best desserts. Samples of each will be available to all. 

At 3:00pm, the auction will commence and the highest bid-

ders will take home some luscious prizes for themselves or 

a lucky loved one just in time for the Super Bowl or Valen-

tineõs Day. Tickets are $5.  SAVE THE DATE! MABYE EVEN 

BRING A DATE! 

There is now a bookshelf housing childrenõs books for parents to take 

(or borrow) in the Great Hall along with a box for donations/returns.  

On occasion, a very few of us 

are offering to tell stories to 

any children in the room during 

Sunday Suppers (2:30 -3:00pm) 

simply as a ministry to those 

children.  Contact Fr. Brad if 

you would like to donate books 

or would like to volunteer to do 

storytelling. So appreciated.  

 

Norwex is a company that specializes with eco-friendly 

household cleaning products. We will have a Norwex 

party on Monday, January 23rd at 6:30pm in the 

Great Hall . Come and see efficient products to help 

keep your house clean. A number of parishioners have 

purchased these awesome products - come see why!  

Two Fundraisers coming up 

Curious Christians  
Our Sunday morning intergenerational study group 

Resumes 

Sunday, January 8 

9:30-10:30am 

Join us! 
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We currently have $704.16 in the Pastorsô Discretionary 
Fund.   We are so blessed to have the discretionary fund 
when we are out of other funds!   
 
Pastorsô Fund Assistance in Novemberï  
2 people were helped with a one night stay at a hotel because they were not eligible for DSS help. 
6 Households received laundry assistance 
9 Households received gas cards to get to doctor appointments and to get to new employment. 

All of these special requests can only be done with the Pastors Fund as our other funds are very limited.   
 
Food Pantry 
November 2016 ï 344 households, 805 individuals ï 225 food items in lobby 
October 2016 ï 384 households, 902 individuals ï275 food items in lobby 
September 2016 ï 375 households, 871 individuals ï380 food items in lobby 
 
Basic Needs Counseling 
Our funds are very low ï the only fund we have right now is our Pastorôs Fund and one of our utility funds 
that we can only use for folks in specific zip codes.   
 
Special Projects 
Thanksgiving Project ï We gave out Thanksgiving food to 472 households including 1280 individuals. A 
huge THANK YOU to all the churches for your donations and volunteers to make this run so smoothly this 
year! 
 
CA$H Program ï We will be re-opening Turning Point to be a CA$H site this year.  That means we will be 
a part of a program that helps people get their taxes done for free.  This will help bring people who donôt 
typically come into Turning Point and will also help other folks learn about what we do at Turning Point. 
 
Classes and Partnerships 
We had a class on Energy Efficiency on November 9 and had 13 participants.  Our next Making Ends 
Meet class is January 10 at 9 a.m. Participants receive a $10 Tops gift card for attending.   

We will be starting up cooking classes in January. 
We are looking for more organizations that may want to table in our lobby to give information away to peo-
ple waiting in our lobby.  We currently have Medicare, Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Diabe-
tes Coalition every month that set up a table, but we are open to having more entities table as well. 

On Sunday, December 11th, Centenary UMC hosted the ecumenical Community Advent Lessons 

& Carols worship service which featured four church choirs and two bell choirs. It was an outstanding 

representation of the musical talent in this small village. The freewill offering collected over $700 for the 

Pastorsõ Itinerant Fund.  This fund is used to help anyone who is stranded in Bath while traveling through. 

Thanks to our choirs who generously shared their musical gifts with the community. 

Outreach 
 

OUTREACH through the Turning Point food pantry  

for January, weõre collecting:  

Tuna Fish, Salmon & 

Canned Meat 



Page 5 Volume 5 ñIssue 1 

Comment 

.ÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ &ÁÌÌÉÎÇ !ÐÁÒÔ 
"Ù 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 2ÏÈÒ   *ÕÌÙ όȟ φτυϊ 
 
-ÏÓÔ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ ͼÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÔÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȢͼ )Ô ÉÓ 
ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÂÙ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ 
ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ Á ÔÏØÉÃ 
ÁÎÄ ÕÎÊÕÓÔ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ--ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ͼÁ 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÓÕÓȢͼ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ 
×ÏÒË ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅȠ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔȟ ÉÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÄÉÄȢ 

4ÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ɍ2ÏÍÁÎ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃɎ "ÉÓÈÏÐÓȟ 
ÐÁÒÁÐÈÒÁÓÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ 0ÁÐÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÓÁÉÄ 
ÔÈÁÔ ͼÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÚÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎȟ Á ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÖÅ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
'ÏÓÐÅÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈͻÓ ÍÉÓȤ
ÓÉÏÎȢͼ ɍρɎ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÒÉÔÉÑÕÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÁÄÄ-ÏÎȟ ÁÎ ÏÐȤ
ÔÉÏÎȟ Á ÃÈÏÉÃÅȟ ÏÒ Á ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÖÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÆÅ×Ȣ )Æ *ÅȤ
ÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ͼÔÈÅ 3ÁÖÉÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄͼ ɉ*ÏÈÎ τȡτςɊȟ 
×Å ÍÕÓÔ ÎÏÔȟ ×Å ÃÁÎÎÏÔȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÓÁÌÖÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÍÅÒÅÌÙ Á ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ×ÁÓÔÉÎÇ 
ÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÚÅÄ 
ÅÖÉÌȢ /ÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅȟ ×Å ÓÅÎÄ ÍÏÍÅÎÔÁÒÉÌÙ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÂÁÃË ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȠ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅÙ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅÙ 
ÁÒÅ ÇÏÄÌÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÇÏÄÌÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÇÕÉÓÅ ÉÓ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȢ !Ó *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÙÓȟ ͼÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÔÁÔÅ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÓÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔȱ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× 
ρςȡτυɊȢ  

)Ô ÈÁÓ ÔÁËÅÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÉÎ Á ÆÕÌÌÙ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȠ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ 'ÏÄͻÓ ÃÏÎȤ
ÃÅÒÎȟ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ "ÏÏË ÏÆ %ØÏÄÕÓȢ 4ÒÕÌÙ 
ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȠ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÆÕÎȤ
ÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÏÏÎ ÃÏÎÆÏÒÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
×ÏÒÌÄ ɉÓÅÅ 2ÏÍÁÎÓ ρςȡςɊȢ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÉÎ ÏÕÔ ÅÖÅȤ
ÒÙ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÒÉÔÉÑÕÅÄȢ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎÓ ÎÏÒȤ
ÍÁÌÌÙ ÐÒÅÆÅÒ ÁÎ ÕÎÁ×ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÅÒПÉÃÉÁÌ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÃÅȢ 

$ÏÒÏÔÈÙ $ÁÙ ÐÕÔ ÉÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙȡ 
ͼ/ÕÒ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÓÔÅÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ 
ПÉÌÔÈÙȟ ÒÏÔÔÅÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢͼ ɍςɎ !Ó ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ×Å ÕÎÑÕÅÓȤ
ÔÉÏÎÉÎÇÌÙ ÂÕÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÇÏÉÃ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÏÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÒÃÉÓÓÉÓÍ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÌÉÅ ÈÉÄÄÅÎȟ ×ÅͻÒÅ ÇÏȤ
ÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȢ )Æ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙ ÏÕÒ 
ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÇÅÎÕПÌÅÃÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÌÆ-
ÐÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÔÉÎÇȟ ÕÎÊÕÓÔ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ÏÕÒ 
ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÇÏ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÅÅÐ ÏÒ ÌÁÓÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÏÎÇȢ 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌ ÔÈÁÎ Á ÒÅÁÌ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÏÆ 

ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÈÏÌÄÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ 
ÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÒ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȠ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȟ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÙ-
ÏÆÆÓ ÏÆ ͼÍÁÍÍÏÎȢͼ "ÏÔÈ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÒÅ 
ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÒÕÅ ÍÙÓÔÉÃÓȢ 3ÕÃÈ ÅÎÌÉÇÈÔÅÎÅÄ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÁÎͻÔ ÂÅ ÂÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÆÆ ÏÒ ÍÁÎÉÐÕÌÁÔÅÄȟ ÂÅȤ
ÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÅÌÓÅ×ÈÅÒÅȢ 

-ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ 
ÑÕÏ ÓÈÁËÅÎ ÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÏÆÆ ÂÁÌȤ
ÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÅ×ȟ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÌÉÅÎÁÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á 
×ÈÉÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÕÓÕÁÌ ÕÎÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÌÏÙÁÌȤ
ÔÉÅÓȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÕÎÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÓÐÁÃÅȟ ×Å ÃÁÎ ПÉȤ
ÎÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
'ÏÄȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÄÏÎͻÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÉÓȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÉÏÎȟ ÏÕÒ ÏÌÄ 
ͼÃÏÕÎÔÒÙͼ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÁÎÙ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÐÏÓÉȤ
ÔÉÏÎȢ 7Å ÃÁÎͻÔ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÔ ÁÓ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÏÎÃÅ 
ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ 

4ÈÉÓ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎ ÏÆ ÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ ÆÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÐÁÒÔ 
ÐÒÅÃÅÄÅÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ Á ÎÅ× ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ 
ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÈÏÐÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅȢ )Æ ÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ ÃÈÁÏÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÃÅÓȤ
ÓÁÒÙ ÁÎØÉÅÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÈÁÏÓ ÅÎÔÁÉÌÓȟ ÏÎÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ 
ÍÏÖÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ Á "ÉÇÇÅÒ 7ÏÒÌÄȢ .ÏÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ 
ÅÖÅÒÙ ÔÈÅÏÐÈÁÎÙ ɉÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄɊ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇȡ ͼ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÆÒÁÉÄȢͼ &ÅÁÒ 
ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÌÙ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ 'ÏÄ 
ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÁÎÙ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ !ÂÓÏÌÕÔÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÉÚÅÓ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅȢ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ 
ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÑÕÉÔÅ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÄÏȤ
ÍÅÓÔÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÄÉÖÉÎÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ Á 
ÖÁÓÔ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÅÎȤ
ÔÉÒÅÌÙȟ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÅÁÒȤ
ÆÕÌ ÃÏÎÆÏÒÍÉÓÔÓ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÏÕÓ ÓÅÅËÅÒÓ 
ÏÆ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙȢ 
 
&ÒȢ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 2ÏÈÒ ÉÓ Á ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÃȤ
ÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÅÃÕÍÅÎÉÃÁÌ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÂÏÏËÓ ÏÎ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 
ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌÉÔÙȢ 
 
2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȡ 
ɍρɎ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÂÉÓÈÏÐÓȟ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 3ÁÌÔ ÁÎÄ ,ÉÇÈÔȟ ÁÓ 
ÑÕÏÔÅÄÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÕÓÃÃÂȢÏÒÇȾÂÅÌÉÅÆÓ-ÁÎÄ-ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓȾÈÏ×-×Å-ÔÅÁÃÈȾÎÅ×-
ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȾÎÅ×-ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ-ÓÏÃÉÁÌ-ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅȢÃÆÍȢ 
ɍςɎ $ÏÒÏÔÈÙ $ÁÙȟ ÁÓ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ ÂÙ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ /Ȣ 'ÁÒÖÅÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÏÒÅ×ÏÒÄȟ /Î 
0ÉÌÇÒÉÍÁÇÅ ɉ7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ "Ȣ %ÅÒÄÍÁÎÓ 0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙȡ ρωωωɊȟ ØÉȢ 
  
!ÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 2ÏÈÒȟ %ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ "ÅÌÏÎÇÓȡ 4ÈÅ 'ÉÆÔ ÏÆ #ÏÎÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÉÖÅ 
0ÒÁÙÅÒ ɉ4ÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓÒÏÁÄ 0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙȡ ρωωωɊȟ ρυχ-ρυψȟ ρφπ-ρφρȢ 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9MVW_1YuARevGF3hWU5TZkTtVVzWmPiWyKW4Agq32gbGJoQyux6GNITzIbpSC3OgGBPXfjzoo7gd36G8u7CZsG5-SSRKxhaPXC6NuMz0hJc5yQN2IHhY2VotkhzdiZmRccSBdGGSRRE8PZ08nLaICAD_5Ql2_X9HWXGjIaWMk3GKoEmWLspr-92FuKyG2tOp34ZPef6X_q7LL4jEiYb1UuBBxNUHy4xcLBL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9MVW_1YuARevGF3hWU5TZkTtVVzWmPiWyKW4Agq32gbGJoQyux6GNITzIbpSC3OgGBPXfjzoo7gd36G8u7CZsG5-SSRKxhaPXC6NuMz0hJc5yQN2IHhY2VotkhzdiZmRccSBdGGSRRE8PZ08nLaICAD_5Ql2_X9HWXGjIaWMk3GKoEmWLspr-92FuKyG2tOp34ZPef6X_q7LL4jEiYb1UuBBxNUHy4xcLBL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9MVW_1YuARevGF3hWU5TZkTtVVzWmPiWyKW4Agq32gbGJoQyux6GMaGepMeuCh29_ccabw145cq-spFjRWIr23129DEhOZLkOnNojbBrLaUHqqH3-l7TrQ_1z0aATe6Iis9fmKCThuATZ4Vl28iPjKRGr9_LzH1P4GtHEVTnTp3RE49TQb_TL2-O9dJf2ZA6fOfXmLRDXyS3Mjex1wSbqC4yeAuFl8vb7JP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9MVW_1YuARevGF3hWU5TZkTtVVzWmPiWyKW4Agq32gbGJoQyux6GMaGepMeuCh29_ccabw145cq-spFjRWIr23129DEhOZLkOnNojbBrLaUHqqH3-l7TrQ_1z0aATe6Iis9fmKCThuATZ4Vl28iPjKRGr9_LzH1P4GtHEVTnTp3RE49TQb_TL2-O9dJf2ZA6fOfXmLRDXyS3Mjex1wSbqC4yeAuFl8vb7JP
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Liturgical Seasons and Colors 
 

Early each year I buy an Episcopal 

Church wall calendar at the parish office.  It is 

my favorite calendar because it is so colorful. 

All the days are colored. I am writing this in 

November 2016. There are twenty-two green 

days this November, four purple days, three 

white days, and one  red day. What are the 

Church seasons, and what is the significance of 

the colors associated with them? 

The Church year starts with Advent. It 

begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, 

and  continues through the day before Christ-

mas. Advent comes from 

the Latin word for 

ñcomingò.  It was in exist-

ence from about 480A.D. 

It has been characterized as 

a time of expectant wait-

ing. ñThe season offers the 

opportunity to share in the 

ancient longing for the 

coming of the Messiah, 

and to be alert for the Sec-

ond Coming.ò Clergy vest-

ments and church hangings 

are often violet/purple; 

however, at many Episco-

pal parishes, including St. 

Thomas, we observe the more ancient blue as 

an alternative. ñColor allows us to see the Light 

of Life, Jesus Christ. It serves to communicate 

the message of salvation.ò 

The season of Christmas lasts twelve 

days, from 25 December through 5 January, 

though the main liturgical celebration is on 

Christmas Eve. Besides Christmas Day, this 

brief season includes the First Sunday after 

Christmas Day, The Holy Innocents Day, The 

Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and may 

include The Second Sunday after Christmas 

Day. The season celebrates the birth of Christ. 

The earliest known reference to 25 December is 

from a 4th century A. D. document, the Philocali-

an Calendar. The liturgical color is white; it sym-

bolizes joy, purity and truth.     

The season of Epiphany begins on 6 Jan-

uary with The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are between four and nine weeks between 

Epiphany and the Tuesday before Ash Wednes-

day when the season ends. The length of the sea-

son varies according to the date of Easter. For ex-

ample, in 2013 there were five Sundays in Epiph-

any, and Easter Day fell on 31 March; there were 

eight Sundays in Epiphany and Easter Day came 

on 20 April in 2014. The word Epiphany is from 

the ancient Greek for 

ñmanifestationò and ñstriking 

appearanceò. A definition of 

epiphany is ñan appearance or 

manifestation, especially of a 

deity.ò  

ñThe winter solstice was kept 

on 6 January at some places 

during the first centuries of 

the Christian era. In opposi-

tion to pagan festivals associ-

ated with worship of the sun, 

Christians chose this day to 

celebrate the various manifes-

tations or epiphanies of Jesusô 

divinity.ò Among these was 

the coming of the Magi (6 Jan.) and The Baptism 

of Our Lord  (first Sunday after Epiphany). The 

earliest reference to Epiphany as a Christian feast 

was by Ammianus Marcellinus in 361 A. D. 

Green is the seasonal color for Epiphany. The 

Episcopal Church Kalendar associates green with 

ñthe color of living things and of Godôs creation.ò 

The early Christians observed a season of 

penitence and fasting in preparation for the Pas-

chal (Easter) feast. In some places the fast was 

originally up to two days long. In the third centu-

ry A. D. it was lengthened to six, and eventually 

 



Page 7 

 

Volume 5 ñIssue 1 

to forty days. This season is called Lent, after an 

Old English word meaning ñSpringò. It includes 

the forty days from Ash Wednesday through Ho-

ly Saturday, omitting the Sundays during that 

period. It is a time for self-examination and re-

pentance through prayer, fasting, and general self

-denial. However, in the past few decades, self-

denial has been replaced with taking on spiritual 

disciplines and doing more (not less) for others. 

It ends with the sacred Triduum of Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. The 

color for Lent is violet, except for Holy Week, 

which is red, symbolic of fire and blood.  

--Submitted by Ronald Wyatt  

   (To be continued) 

             

SEASONS continued from page 6 

               

      

      

 

        

 

        

 

    

 

              

St. Thomasõ WISH LIST 
Memorial possibilities are available; please speak 

with the Rector. 

¶ New Tile Floor in Parish House hall-

way ($5,200) 
¶ Painting the interior of the 

Church for scaffolding rental (approx. 

$7,000) 

¶ Fiberglass Ladder (20õ approx. $800) 

¶ Repair of one stained glass win-

dow vent in the Great Hall 

(approx. $1,700) There are still seven 

windows needing repair. 

Many thanks to the Winnettõs for their 

donation of a 50ó flat screen television! 
 

Roof of a 

Century 

Campaign 

We regret to announce that New York State did not 

see fit to give us a grant for the restoration of the 

roof.  We will not give up and will re-apply again later 

this year.  Please keep praying for this worthwhile 

project and its conclusion, now expected in 2018. 

Book Study Group regroups in February 
   

Several of us have found that the conversation in a book study group is 

golden. Everyoneõs life experiences and thoughts add so much to living 

out our faith. We meet on Mondays at 3:30pm for one hour and the 

discussion comes out of our reflections on what weõve read. Weõll re-

group on Monday, February 6. The book weõll take up is a book by  

J. D. Vance, HILLBILLY ELEGY about American culture: From a former Ma-

rine and Yale Law School Graduate, a poignant account of growing up in a 

poor Appalachian town, that offers a broader, probing look at the strug-

gles of Americaõs white working class. Part memoir, part historical and 

social analysis, Hillbilly Elegy is a fascinating consideration of class, culture, 

and the American dream.  


